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Exciting news for the Northwest Area!  
The National Office has decided to hold an IT listening session at the NWA Rally in Whitefish!  Earlier in the week they will be doing these sessions in Great Falls and Shelby County Offices in Montana and a producer meeting in Browning, Montana.  
Tentative attendees will be USDA CIO Chris Smith, FSA Administrator Jonathan Coppess, FSA DAFO Karis Gutter, FSA DAFO Assistant Toby Osherson and FSA CFO Rick Valentine as well as MIDAS and ITSD reps.
This is a wonderful opportunity for us identify “pain points” within our IT system and address those as we go into the upgrade of our IT system.  
I hope you will all consider coming to the Rally and taking part in this listening session.  If you are not able to attend, please contact your state president with any concerns  you would like presented to the panel.
State Presidents, I would like to have you compile all of the comments from your states as soon as possible and send them to me no later than May 28.  I will put together a document with the concerns submitted.  You will still have the opportunity to make comments at the Rally, but this would make sure we don’t have duplicates.  We would also be able to present a written document from the Northwest Area.
I have been in contact with the Montana Association and they have informed me that there is a free shuttle between the airport and the Grouse Mountain Lodge for those folks who are flying into Montana.
I’m looking forward to seeing you all in Whitefish in June!

Cindy Hall
NWA Exec


