NWA Nuggets
Hello to the Northwest Area!  I wanted to touch base with the NWA and let you know what’s going on with NASCOE.  I just returned from the NDASCOE Convention in Devil’s Lake.  The weather was beautiful and a good time was had by all

I spent a few minutes with the NDASCOE members telling them a little about me and my vision for the Northwest Area.  October 3 will be the 32nd anniversary of my 90 day appointment with ASCS.  I’ve been a NASCOE member for most of those 32 years.  When I first started, I was told that all NASCOE did was ask for my money and didn’t do anything else for me and I shouldn’t join.  As the new kid on the block I was afraid to go against the flow, so it was a couple of years later before I joined.  But I never looked back.  I went to my first National Convention in Colorado Springs and have only missed one since.  I have attended many Area Rallies.  I was Nebraska’s State President for 6 years and was on the NEBRASCOE Board for about 18 years.  I didn’t run for the board this year so I could give my full attention to the Northwest Area.  But I left it in good hands.
At the National Convention, the delegates to the NWA voted to approve a paid for website.  Niki Dittmer from Nebraska is working on the website and hopes to have it up and running soon.  I have started a NWA NASCOE group in Facebook.  You can participate by going the http://www.facebook.com/nwanascoe.  The group is under the Info tab.  You will need to do a friend request to see past the first page.  If you make a friend request, please just let me know where you’re from and I’ll accept the request.  We can have discussion boards and other things I haven’t figured out yet!

If you need to get in contact with me you can contact me at my office 402-426-2625 Ext 107 or you can call my cell phone 402-210-1814.  My e-mail address is nwanascoe@gmail.com.  

Several of us on the Exec board were asked to participate in some feedback and testing for the new webinar system.  They have already implemented some of our suggestions.  They invited us to watch the SURE training for State Offices and things were working much better.  They are working hard to make this process work.  I got some feedback from many of you which I passed along to the people who can make a difference.

One way you can make a difference is to suggest items for negotiation.  New items should be sent to me, Annette Schenck in Idaho (the NWA Negotiation Consultant) and Darlene Schouten, NASCOE Secretary.  If you aren’t sure how to go about this, contact me and I will walk you through it.  Negotiation items should be submitted by December 15 to be included in this year’s process.
Some of the issues facing NASCOE this year will be Budget, Staffing, IT, and PT Classification just to name a few.  We will be holding our organizational meeting in Hot Springs, Arkansas October 10 & 11.  Please let me know what’s on your mind so I can relate that to the Executive Board.

I’m here to represent you, which I can only do if you let me know what’s on your mind.

Until next time,
Cindy Hall

NWA Exec.
